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terms they have imposed on Russia. And now when Germany's
aims have been unmasked to the whole world, the Allies are to
nullify the benefits of this by allowing the Japanese to enter Siberia.
If H.M.G. does not wish to see Germany paramount in Russia, then
I would most earnestly implore you not to neglect this opportunity.
The Congress meets on March 12. Empower me to inform Lenin that
the question of Japanese intervention has been shelved . . . that we
are prepared to support the Bolsheviks in so far as they will oppose
Germany. In return for this, there is every chance that war will be
declared.1

In support of Lockhart so eminent a Russian expert
and so strong an anti-Bolshevik as Harold Williams wrote
confidentially to Mr. Lloyd George :

The peculiar revolutionary tactics of the Bolsheviks forbid them
to accept this peace as final. At the Congress convened to ratify the
treaty there will be a strong agitation in favour of revolutionary war
with Germany. . . . This movement may supply the nucleus of a real
national resistance. ... It should be our business to foster this
revival. . . . Rumours of intended Japanese intervention in Siberia
embitter the sense of humiliation in all classes and divert resentment
from the Germans to the Allies and endanger the future of our
interests in Russia.2

But tlie British Government, who had already acqui-
esced in the refusal of Sir George Buchanan's plea to
maintain a modicum of goodwill in Russia by releasing
her from her pre-revolutionary engagement not to make
a separate peace,3 now remained as purblind and adamant
as ever. Balfour, though lie gave courteous consideration
to Lockhart's views, listened more attentively to the
advice of the British War Office. Lockhart was a civilian,
they said, and knew nothing of military matters. Russia
was powerless to make any sort of resistance against a
German penetration of Western Siberia. The situation was
lost unless Japan acted, and acted at once.

1  Gumming and Pettit, pp. 83-84.

2  Raymond Robins' Own Story, p. 142.
a See above, p. 76.